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Kiran Ashri: portrait of an Indian attorney.

In which part of your huge country do you have your law firm?

My law firm is at Gurgaon, officially named Gurugram, city located in the northern Indian
state of Haryana, about 30 kilometres southwest of the national capital New Delhi. Gurgaon
has a population of more than 1 milion inhabitants.

What branch of law do you practice?

Since 15 years, I practice family law, I'm very passionate about. I do family litigations cases
at Family Courts in Gurugram. I also like dealing with non-judicial matters also using the
counsel-ling method.

What is the Indian law about marriage?

Taking into account the various religions present in my country, which is also majority
Hindu, In-dian Constitution is benign and sympathetic of all religious creeds. Article 25
embodies a toleran-ce to all religions: an equal treatment for Hindu, muslims and people
with other religious beliefs is guaranteed as an essential part of secularism which enshrines
in our Constitution.

So Indian Matrimonial Law, such as Hindu Marriage Act, Muslim Marriage Act, Special
Marriage Act of 1954, etc are respectful of the indications of our Constitution.

Marriage Law includes many legal issues such as marriage, separation, divorce, child
custody, maintenance issues, etc.

You said that you practise also non judicial family matters.....

Ashri Associates help couples who want to get married with a better understanding of their
perso-nal and financial rights and liabilities and provide them with a tailored agreement as
per the needs of the couple, which is similar to pre-nuptial agreement, in which parts
outline the state of finances and personal liabilities if the marriage fails. Pre-nuptial
agreement is still not enforceable in India but may provide hassle-free litigation in the event
of failed marriage like a divorce, judicial separation, etc.

You told me also about your counselling activity...

Marriages in India is considered a sacred institution that not only ties two individuals but
two families. Consequently, it is necessary to help spouses and families to understand the
intricacies and sensitivities of the situations keeping your family’s interests in mind.

But, although marriage consists of two parties, whenever a dispute arises between the
couple, the discord disturbs the peace of the couple and of their families. As member of
Ashri Associates I cul-tivate understanding and compatibility amongst the two and their
families so that they can keep themselves safe and untouched from unceasing conflicts.

I use counselling method to prepare spouses and families for the great change that marriage
entails in their lives: for example, I prepare families for non interferance in the married lives
of their son or daughter.

I also prepare each of the spouses to fit into their spouse’s familiy and to help the
coexistence between two families that are often very different. I help them to maintan
balance and harmony.
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What happens in case of divorce?

Marriage requires unceasing efforts to sustain this sacred bond. However, due to the lack of
un-derstanding and proper guidance, couples can encounter unexpected troubles that
deepen the rift between them. We at Ashri associates strengthen the marital bond by
resolving issues at early stages and preventing them from becoming insurmountable.
Post-marital counselling is useful to try and resolve conflict and avoid divorce and messy
Court cases.

We thank Kiran Ashri very much for the clear exposition on Family Law in India and for
having in-troduced us to the customs and traditions of her country, seen with the eye of
such a competent and sensitive lawyer.

Interview by Giulia Perri, Milan - Italy



